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and plans were in agitation to prevent the restoration of the lukewarm and loyalist factions, to the supremacy which had exercised such dangerous influence, in 1774, and 1775.
The following letter from Col. Malcom, will exhibit the apprehensions which were felt on the occasion; and the combinations which, were relied on, to counterpoise the mischievous influences anticipated.
July 25, 1778. DEAR SIR :
In all human probability, the enemy will soon leave York. That will open a scene, which will require perhaps equal exertions with any that whigs have yet been called to. A thousand stratagems are already formed, to prostrate all the fruits of our toils and dangers. Aristocracy will rear its head, ere our great ones are one week peaceably settled in the metropolis; and Tories, Paracides, of every rank, will be pardoned, countenanced, and protected, to strengthen the hands of that party. It's time to look out. You know there (are) but few, that will take the labouring oar, tho* many that will follow, and shove along. I wish you and Col. Hughes were here. Col. Troup* waits with me to hear from you. I hope you can come; but if anything absolutely prevents, do pray write at large. Converse with H. H. (Col. Hughes); propose, and give us by him, a plan to begin on. Make a catalogue of such men as occur to you, that we may form an early association. I will not even suggest to your wise head, because I look to you. In haste, Y'rs affectionately,
W. MALCOM. Colonel LAMB.
Another letter from the same gentleman, who had acted for a short time as adjutant-general of Gates's army, will serve to show the negligence which prevailed in the middle department.
*FORT ARNOLD, Aug. 2, 1778. DrSir:
A few days before I left the camp, I rec'd a packet from
* Gen. Gates's aid.
* This was tne name given to the first fortification at West Poiat.